Shaykh Sulayman al-'Alwan(^' Alas*.) was asked: What is the 
ruling on raising the hands after the obligatory prayers? 

Shaykh Sulayman al-'Alwan(Ai) aM*) responded by saying: 

Specifying raising the hands for du'a after the obligatory prayers isn't prescribed, and it has 
no basis from the Prophet) j ail nor anyone from the Sahabah, neither did anyone 
from the Tabiln give a verdict of doing so. 

And acts of worship by principle are to be prevented from being performed until proof is 
established, and everyone who mentioned the description of his [Prophet's] Salah did not 
mention that he used to raise his hands & make du'a after the obligatory Salah. 

And it has been narrated in the Sahlhayn [Bukhari and Muslim] and others from the chain of 
Ibrahim ibn Sa’d from his father from al-Qasim ibn Muhammad from 'A'ishatV^ Ail j) 
that the Prophet (4- j aAc- Ail said: "If anyone introduces in our matter [i.e. Islam], 
something which does not belong to it, will be rejected" 

However if an incident befalls a worshipper which calls for making du'a, so he performs du'a 
after the Salah & raised his hands without intentionally specifying this time [for du'a], then 
that's completely fine. 

And it has been narrated in the Sahlhayn from the chain of Malik from Abl Hatim ibn Dinar 
from Sahl ibn Sa'd al-Sa'idl that the Prophet) A- j Ail went to BanI 'Amr ibn 'Awf to 
make reconciliation between them, so it was time for prayer, and a Mu'athin came to Abl 
Bakr(Aj^ Ail J) & said: "Will you lead the people in Prayer so I can make the call to 
Salah?" He said: "Yes", so Abu Bakr started praying, and the Messenger of Allah) aAe. Ail ,^1^ 
A- j) came while the people were in Salah and he entered the rows of the praying people till 
he stood in the (first row). The people clapped their hands. Abu Bakr never glanced sideways 
in his prayer but when the people continued clapping, Abu Bakr looked and saw Allah's 
Messenger (;£$&)• Allah's Messenger beckoned him to stay at his place. Abu Bakr 

raised his hands and thanked Allah for that order of Allah's Messenger (XAA)...[till the end of 
the Hadlth]" 

This has proof for making du'a & raising the hands in the likes of these situations, since Abu 
Bakr(A^ Ail j) did that out of his own Ijtihad and the Prophet)^ j -sA- Ail approved of 

what he did, so this affirms the ruling [in these situations], whether he's within Salah or 
outside of it, and Allah^^ j AiU^) knows best. 
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